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1  -  INTRODUCT ION

This guide is intended to provide general information on divorce law, 
procedure and fees. It should not be taken as legal advice. Please consult a 
lawyer for independent legal advice. 
Any references to the term “divorce” in this guide are to non-Muslim divorces 
unless otherwise stated. 
While all effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information in this 
guide and any related links, the laws and procedures stated may have changed 
from the date this guide was published. 
The information on fees in this guide is based on the authors’ research. All fees 
stated should be considered estimates. 
The meaning of technical terms used in this guide are explained in the glossary 
at the back of this guide. Terms which are not defined in the glossary have their 
ordinary English meaning.

Please Note That:

How do lawyers charge for divorce work?
How do divorce lawyers collect their fees?
Are lawyers necessary for divorce work?

Introduction 

This guide aims to present a balanced and objective view on divorce fees in 
Singapore. This is because fees are a key concern among people considering 
getting a divorce. 

In addition, while there are many public resources about Singapore’s divorce 
laws and procedure, there appears to be no reliable and comprehensive sources 
of information covering divorce fees in particular. 

In preparing this guide, we considered and weighed the 
responses of practising divorce lawyers in small and 
medium-sized law firms to these 3 broad questions: 

public resources

https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/divorce/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide


2  -  REQU IREMENTS  FOR  A  DIVORCE  IN  S INGAPORE

How to Get a Divorce in 
Singapore: Requirements 

Before commencing a divorce in Singapore, either you or your spouse 
must satisfy the following criteria: 

Eligibility for Divorce 

Apart from satisfying the above criteria, you will need to show the court that your 
marriage has irretrievably broken down. One of the following 4 reasons can be 
used to show this: 

Irretrievable Breakdown of Marriage 

Be domiciled in Singapore, or habitually 
resident in Singapore for at least 3 years, before 
applying for the divorce. Singapore citizens are 
presumed to be domiciled in Singapore unless 
proven otherwise; and
The marriage has lasted at least 3 years. This is 
unless the party filing for divorce has suffered

Adultery Desertion Separation
Unreasonable 

Behaviour

exceptional hardship or exceptionally 
unreasonable and cruel behaviour. 

irretrievably broken down 

https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/how-to-prove-adultery/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/proving-desertion-divorce?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/separation/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/divorce-unreasonable-behaviour?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/how-to-get-a-divorce-within-3-years-of-marriage/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/what-are-the-grounds-for-getting-a-divorce/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide


The court deals with any ancillary matters not already 
dealt with in the previous stage. 

Ancillary 
Matters 

STAGE 2 

Division of matrimonial assets

How to Get a Divorce in 
Singapore: Procedure 

Divorce cases have 2 stages: 

Eligibility for Divorce 

The court deals with whether the marriage should be 
dissolved because it has irretrievably broken down. 

Applying for a divorce does not necessarily mean it 
will be granted. The court must first be convinced 
that the marriage has irretrievably broken down. 

Dissolution 
of Marriage 

STAGE 1 

Ancillary matters refer to all other issues in a divorce 
other than the reason for divorce. These issues 
typically are: 

Custody, care and control of, and access to, 
the children of the marriage

Spousal maintenance 

Child maintenance 
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irretrievably broken down

ancillary matters 

Custody, care and control of, and access 

https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/how-does-the-court-divide-matrimonial-assets-in-a-divorce/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/maintenance-of-spouse-in-a-divorce/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/child-maintenance-singapore?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/divorce-procedure-part-1-dissolution-of-marriage/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/divorce-procedure-part-2-ancillary-matters/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/the-guide-to-child-custody-in-singapore/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide


4  -  DIVORCE  PROCEDURE  IN  S INGAPORE

For the purpose of fees, divorce cases can also be categorised into 
2 main categories: 

Categories of Divorce Cases 

Both spouses are unable to agree on (and hence they 
are “contesting”) at least one matter of the divorce. 

For example, both spouses could contest: Contested 
Divorce All matters (i.e. the reason for divorce and all 

ancillary matters); or 
The reason for divorce and one/some of the 
ancillary matters; or 
The reason for divorce only 
All ancillary matters only 
One/some ancillary matters only 

As the case progresses towards trial, both spouses 
may be able to settle more of the contested matters 
between themselves before the trial. These settled 
matters are then considered “uncontested”. 

Both spouses are able to settle all matters of the 
divorce (i.e. the reason for divorce and all ancillary 
matters) before filing for divorce. 

If one spouse later decides that he/she wants to 
contest at least one matter of the divorce, the case 
cannot continue as a simplified uncontested divorce 
but will become a contested divorce. 

Simplified 
Uncontested 

Divorce 

2 main categories 

https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/contested-vs-uncontested-divorce-singapore/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide


Divorce Fees (In General) 

Common fee arrangements for lawyers' professional fees are:

Your Lawyer’s Professional Fees 

Your lawyer’s professional fees
Disbursements
Goods & Services Tax (GST) 

Also known as Post-Qualification Experience (PQE). 

Hourly Basis 

The lawyer charges per hour. Hourly rates are set based on factors such as: 

The larger the law firm, the more its lawyers will 
tend to charge. 

Types of fees in a divorce include:

The lawyer’s 
number of years of 
experience in 
legal practice 

The lawyer’s 
seniority in the 
law firm 

Hourly rates for Partners (generally 7 years’ PQE 
and above) will be even higher than the hourly rates 
for Senior Associates. 

There are 3 sizes of law firms in Singapore: 

Small: 1 to 5 lawyers 
Medium: 6 to 30 lawyers 
Large: More than 30 lawyers 

The size of the 
lawyer's law firm 
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Lawyers with higher PQE will generally charge more 
than lawyers with lower PQE. 

Senior Associates (generally 4 to 7 years’ PQE) have 
higher hourly rates than Junior Associates 
(generally 1 to 3 years’ PQE). 
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The general hourly rates for lawyers in medium firms are: 

The lawyer charges a flat fee for the entire divorce case. This flat fee may or may 
not include disbursements and/or GST. 

Flat fees are usually charged for simplified uncontested divorces. 

Flat Fee for the Entire Divorce 

The lawyer breaks the divorce case down into stages and charges a lump sum for 
all services provided under each stage. 

Examples of stages are: 

Lump Sum Fee for Each Stage of the Divorce 

Dissolution of marriage (where reason for divorce is contested)
Dissolution of marriage (where reason for divorce is uncontested)
Ancillary matters (where at least one ancillary matter is contested)
Ancillary matters (where no ancillary matters are contested) 

The lawyer charges separate fees for each service provided, such as: 

Separate Fee for Each Service Provided in the Divorce 

Attending the contested ancillary matters hearing
Filing of Affidavit of Assets and Means
Attending trial
Attending mediation
Filing of pleadings 

Singapore lawyers are not allowed to charge clients only if they win the case 
(i.e. contingency fee arrangements). 

Partners: $800 per hour
Senior Associates: $500 per hour
Junior Associates: $350 per hour 



Disbursements

Disbursements are expenses incurred by your divorce lawyer in the handling of 
your case. Disbursements can include: 

Court filing fees
Court hearing fees
Photocopying fees
Fees for Commissioners for Oaths
Transportation fees to and from court 

Depending on the arrangement between you and your lawyer, disbursements 
may or may not be included in flat fee arrangements. Disbursements are unlikely 
to be included in hourly rates. 

The Third, Fourth and Fifth Schedules of the Family Justice Rules provide a 
guide on the applicable costs, court hearing fees and court filing fees. 

Some of the main fees are: 

Free for the first day 
$500 per day or part thereof for 
subsequent days 

Hearing before Family Court judge 

$150 document fee Filing the Writ for Divorce 

$20 document fee Filing the Statement of Claim 

$7 document fee Filing the Statement of Particulars 

Processing fees and transmission fees will also apply for the filing of 
documents in court. 

Processing fees are fixed at $4 per document, while transmission fees are either 
$0.60 or $0.80 per page depending on the document type. 
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Third, Fourth and Fifth Schedules of the Family Justice Rules 

Processing fees and transmission fees 

https://sso.agc.gov.sg/SL/FJA2014-S813-2014?DocDate=20180305#Sc3-
https://www.elitigation.sg/_layouts/IELS/HomePage/Pages/SBFees.aspx?


Goods & Services Tax

If the law firm is registered for Goods & Services Tax (GST), GST may be charged 
on top of, or already be included, in the lawyer’s fee quotation for divorce work. 
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9  -  DIVORCE  FEES  ( IN  STAGES )

Divorce Fees (In Stages) 
This chapter provides estimates on the fees that divorce lawyers could charge 
based on the various stages of divorce cases. 

Certain stages (and the fees for them) can be avoided depending on how many 
issues you and your spouse are able to settle between yourselves. 

All fees stated should be considered estimates. 

The actual fees charged or quoted may vary according to the circumstances of 
your case, such as:

Your lawyer's attentiveness to your needs, and the level of service provided
The number of meetings, correspondences and/or negotiations with your 
spouse or your spouse’s lawyer that your lawyer needs to attend
The number of court applications that your lawyer needs to take out 
or defend against
The number of court or mediation appearances your lawyer needs to make
The number of lawyers working on your case
Your lawyer’s reputation in handling divorce cases
The duration of the entire case 

It is important to remember that divorce cases are 
dynamic because of the emotions involved. Matters 
of a divorce that were previously uncontested can 
later become contested and vice versa. 

When a case turns acrimonious, it becomes 
uncertain and the amount of work may increase 
beyond what was initially foreseen. 

Depending on your lawyer, disbursements and/or GST (if the lawyer’s law firm is 
GST-registered) could be included in, or charged on top of, your lawyer’s initial 
fee quotation. 



* Figures may vary depending on the lawyer engaged. 

If you are thinking of filing for divorce, you can arrange for a first consultation 
with a lawyer to discuss your situation. 

Pre-Divorce Fees

Service provided 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

First consultation 
(generally 
30 minutes 
to 1½ hours long) 

Subsequent 
consultations 

On a per-service 
basis 

A lump sum for 
this stage 

An hourly rate 

Free to $500 Partner: 
$800 per hour 

 
Senior Associate: 

$500 per hour 
 

Junior Associate: 
$350 per hour Chargeable 

(your lawyer may allow for a waiver 
or set-off of the consultation fees 

if you engage him/her 
after the consultation) 

Consultation

10  -  DIVORCE  FEES  ( IN  STAGES )



*  Your lawyer may charge for providing other services related to your 
attendance of the MPP. 

Event 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

Mandatory 
Parenting 
Programme 

On a per-service 
basis 

A lump sum for 
this stage 

An hourly rate 

Not Applicable* 

If you decide to continue filing for divorce after attending the MPP, the fees 
you can expect to pay for your divorce will depend on whether your divorce 
is a simplified uncontested divorce or a contested divorce. 

(the programme is free to attend and lawyers are 
not involved)

Mandatory Parenting Programme

Before you can file for divorce, you and your spouse must personally attend the 
2-hour long Mandatory Parenting Programme (MPP) if you have children of the 
marriage under 21 years old. Your lawyer cannot attend on your behalf. 
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Mandatory Parenting Programme (MPP) 

https://www.msf.gov.sg/divorce-support/pages/mandatory-parenting-programme.aspx


* Figures may vary depending on the lawyer engaged. 

** Disbursements, GST and/or first consultation charges may be included or
excluded from this fee, depending on the lawyer engaged. This estimate also excludes
any additional correspondences, meetings and negotiations that your lawyer has to
attend with your spouse or your spouse’s lawyer. 

Service provided 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

Filing of 
simplified 
uncontested 
divorce 

A lump sum for the 
entire case 

An hourly rate 

$1,500 to $3,500** 

Flat fees may be charged for simplified 
uncontested divorces. This flat fee 
generally covers: 

The drafting of the divorce documents
Filing fees
Extraction of the Interim Judgment 
and Final Judgment 

Fees for a Simplified Uncontested 
Divorce 

Some parties in simplified 
uncontested divorces may later 
decide they want to dispute at 
least  one matter of their divorce. 
If so, their divorce will become 
contested and their lawyers will 
have to charge according to their 
contested divorce fee structures. 

Partner: 
$800 per hour 

Senior Associate: 
$500 per hour 

Junior Associate: 
$350 per hour 
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If you are the party filing for divorce, 
your lawyer will draft pleadings to start 
the case. 

These pleadings will need to be personally 
served on your spouse or on your spouse’s 
lawyer (if your spouse has engaged a lawyer). 

Stage 1: Dissolution of the Marriage

If your spouse cannot be 
personally served and has 
not appointed a lawyer, an 
interlocutory application 
for substituted service 
may be required 
(see pages 25 and 26). 

Fees for a Contested Divorce 

After being served with your pleadings, 
your spouse may file and serve his/her own 
pleadings on you in response. 

You may also respond to your spouse’s 
pleadings if needed. 

If either  spouse finds   that 
their spouse is being 
untruthful in their 
pleadings, or if they want 
evidence from their spouse 
to prove the truth of the 
content of their own 
pleadings, they may file an 
interlocutory application 
for discovery of  documents 
or correspondence referred 
to in their spouse’s 
pleadings (see pages 25 to 
26). 

Apart from preparing pleadings, your lawyer may also be required to prepare 
letters of correspondence to your spouse or your spouse’s lawyer. 

In these letters, the lawyers may negotiate a settlement or ask for certain 
documents, among other things. 

Filing of Pleadings
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Service provided 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

Drafting and filing 
of pleadings / 
responding to your 
spouse’s pleadings 

Personal service 
of pleadings 

On a per-service 
basis 

A lump sum for 
this stage 

An hourly rate 

$1,500 Partner: 
$800 per hour 

 
Senior Associate: 

$500 per hour 
 

Junior Associate: 
$350 per hour 

Letters of 
correspondence 
(as necessary) 

$500 

$200 to $300 
per letter 

$2,500 
to 

$3,500** 

* Figures may vary depending on the lawyer engaged. 

**     This estimate assumes that parties are able to settle on the reason for divorce at
this stage, without mediation or going to trial. This estimate also excludes any
additional correspondences, meetings and negotiations that your lawyer has to
attend with your spouse or your spouse’s lawyer. 

If you and your spouse are able to settle on the reason for divorce at this stage, 
the case can be set down for an uncontested divorce hearing for the obtaining 
of the Interim Judgment. 

Once the Interim Judgement is granted, you and your spouse can proceed to the 
ancillary matters stage of the divorce (see pages 19 to 24). 
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Service 
provided 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

Attending 
Status 
Conferences 

On a per-service 
basis 

A lump sum for 
this stage 

An hourly rate 

$350 per 
attendance 

Partner: 
$800 per hour 

 
Senior Associate: 

$500 per hour 
 

Junior Associate: 
$350 per hour 

The cost of 
attending Status 
Conferences will 

generally be 
included in the 

$2,500 to $3,500 
lump sum 

mentioned above.** 

If the case’s progress towards trial after the filing of pleadings is slow, the court 
may call for a Status Conference for both parties to update the court of the 
case’s status and whether the reason for divorce is still being contested. 

Your lawyer will attend the Status Conference(s) on your behalf as it usually 
relates to court procedure. 
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* Figures may vary depending on the lawyer engaged. 

**   This estimate excludes any additional correspondences, meetings and 
negotiations that your lawyer has to attend with your spouse or your  spouse’s 
lawyer. 



During a Status Conference, the court may fix a date for mediation and/or 
counselling at the Family Justice Courts to assist you and your spouse in settling 
the reason for divorce (and as many ancillary matters as possible) without 
going to trial. 

Mediation and counselling is compulsory for divorcing parties who have at least 
one child of the marriage below 21 years old. Lawyers are required to attend 
mediation with their clients, but cannot attend the counselling sessions. 

While the mediation and/or counselling sessions are taking place, you and your 
spouse may choose to continue to negotiate a settlement out-of-court. 

Divorce Mediation and/or Counselling 

Service 
provided 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

Attending 
mediation 
(if necessary, 
and depending on 
duration of 
session(s)) 

On a per-service 
basis 

A lump sum for 
this stage 

An hourly rate 

$500 to $2,000 per session 

Partner: 
$800 per hour 

 
Senior Associate: 

$500 per hour 
 

Junior Associate: 
$350 per hour 

* Figures may vary depending on the lawyer engaged. 
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If after the mediation, counselling and/or out-of-court negotiations: 

You and your spouse manage to 
agree on the reason for divorce 

The case may be set down for an 
uncontested divorce hearing. 

The Interim Judgment will be 
granted after the uncontested 
divorce hearing. You and your 
spouse can then proceed to the 
ancillary matters stage of 
the divorce (see pages 19 to 24). 

You and your spouse cannot agree on 
what the reason for divorce should be 

The case will be set down for trial 
for the court to decide this on 
your behalf. 
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Before the trial, the court will fix a Case Conference to prepare you and your 
spouse for trial and make further attempts at settling the case before trial. 

If after the Case Conference:

Trial 

You and your spouse manage to 
agree on the reason for divorce 

The case may be set down for an 
uncontested divorce hearing. 

The Interim Judgment will be 
granted after the uncontested 
divorce hearing. You and your 
spouse can then proceed to the 
ancillary matters stage of 
the divorce (see pages 19 to 24). 

You and your spouse cannot agree on 
what the reason for divorce should be 

The court will ask for the Affidavit(s) 
of Evidence-in-Chief (AEIC) of 
both spouses’ witnesses to be filed 
and exchanged with the other spouse. 

The case will then proceed for trial. 



At trial, the court will decide whether the marriage has irretrievably broken down 
and what the reason for this should be, based on the evidence before him/her. 

Depending on the number of witnesses to be called and the case’s complexity, the 
trial may take several days. 
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Service 
provided 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

Attendance 
at trial 
(Including the cost 
of drafting 
Affidavit(s) of 
Evidence-in-Chief, 
preparing for trial, 
and drafting 
Written 
Submissions as 
necessary) 

On a per-service 
basis 

A lump sum for 
this stage 

An hourly rate 

$5,000 to $10,000 
for first 2 days 

of trial 
 

$1,500 to $4,000 
for each 

subsequent day 

Partner: 
$800 per hour 

 
Senior Associate: 

$500 per hour 
 

Junior Associate: 
$350 per hour 

$5,000 to 
$15,000** 

 
 

At the end of the trial, an Interim Judgment will be granted. You and your spouse 
can then proceed to the ancillary matters stage of the divorce. 

* Figures may vary depending on the lawyer engaged. 

**   This estimate excludes any additional correspondences, meetings and 
negotiations that your lawyer has to attend with your spouse or your spouse’s 
lawyer. 



* Figures may vary depending on the lawyer engaged. 

Service 
provided 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

Attending 
mediation 
(if necessary, 
and depending 
on duration 
of session(s)) 

On a per-service 
basis 

An hourly rate 

$500 to $2,000 per session 

The court may direct you and your spouse to attend mediation and/or counselling 
at the Family Justice Courts to settle as many of the contested ancillary matters as 
possible before the contested ancillary matters hearing. 

Mediation and/or counselling sessions are compulsory for divorcing parties who 
have at least one child of the marriage below 21 years old. Lawyers are required to 
attend mediation with their clients, but cannot attend the counselling sessions. 

While the mediation and/or counselling sessions are taking place, you and your 
spouse may choose to continue to negotiate a settlement out-of-court. 

Stage 2: Ancillary Matters

Partner: 
$800 per hour 

 
Senior Associate: 

$500 per hour 
 

Junior Associate: 
$350 per hour 

 

A lump sum for 
this stage 
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Mediation and/or Counselling on Contested Ancillary Matters 



If after the mediation, counselling and/or out-of-court negotiations: 

You and your spouse manage to 
reach an agreement on all of 

the contested ancillary matters 

Either of you can proceed to apply 
for the Final Judgment if 
3 months have passed since the 
grant of the Interim Judgment. 

Unless either party intends to 
take out additional applications 
(see pages 25 to 28), this will mark 
the end of your divorce case. 

You and your spouse manage to reach 
an agreement on only one/some of 

the contested ancillary matters 

Both of you will be called for an 
ancillary matters Case Conference. 
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The court will call you and your spouse for an ancillary matters Case Conference. 
During this Case Conference, the Assistant Registrar hearing the Case Conference 
will prepare you and your spouse for a contested ancillary matters hearing and 
attempt to settle all contested ancillary matters without a hearing. 

Ancillary Matters Case Conference 

Service 
provided 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

Attending Case 
Conferences 

On a per-service 
basis 

An hourly rate 

$350 per 
attendance 

Partner: 
$800 per hour 

Senior Associate: 
$500 per hour 

Junior Associate: 
$350 per hour 

A lump sum for 
this stage 

$5,000 to $15,000 
for the entire 

ancillary matters 
stage of the divorce** 

2 1  -  DIVORCE  FEES  ( IN  STAGES )

* Figures may vary depending on the lawyer engaged. 

**   This estimate generally includes the fees for your lawyer’s attendance at the 
contested  Affidavit(s) of Assets and Means   hearing. However, this estimate excludes 
any additional correspondences, meetings and negotiations that your lawyer has to 
attend with your spouse or your spouse’s lawyer. 



If after the ancillary matters Case Conference: 
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You and your spouse manage to 
reach an agreement on all of 

the contested ancillary matters 

Either of you can proceed to apply 
for the Final Judgment if 
3 months have passed since the 
grant of the Interim Judgment. 

Unless either party intends to 
take out additional applications 
(see pages 25 to 28), this will mark 
the end of your divorce case. 

You and your spouse manage to reach 
an agreement on only one/some of 

the contested ancillary matters 

Both of you will be required to file and 
exchange your Affidavit(s) of Assets 
and Means. 



Exchange of Affidavits of Assets and Means 

Service 
provided 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

Drafting 
and filing 
Affidavit(s) 
of Assets 
and Means 

On a per-service 
basis 

An hourly rate 

$2,500 to 
$4,500 per 

affidavit 

Partner: 
$800 per hour 

Senior Associate: 
$500 per hour 

Junior Associate: 
$350 per hour 

A lump sum for 
this stage 

$5,000 to $15,000 
for the entire 

ancillary matters 
stage of the divorce** 

You and your spouse will be required to 
disclose the assets that the both of you 
own in your respective Affidavit of Assets 
and Means (AOM). 

Either spouse may also file a second AOM 
to reply to statements their spouse has 
made in their first AOM about their assets 
and means. 

Upon reviewing their spouse’s 
AOM, either spouse may believe 
that their spouse has not 
sufficiently disclosed the 
existence and/or extent of 
certain assets in his/her 
possession. If so, they may wish 
to make an interlocutory 
application   for discovery to 
compel their spouse to disclose 
such assets  (see pages 25 to 26). 
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* Figures may vary depending on the lawyer engaged. 

**   This estimate generally includes the fees for the exchanging of Affidavits of 
Assets and Means and your lawyer’s attendance at the ancillary matters Case 
Conference and contested Affidavit(s) of Assets and Means hearing. However, this 
estimate excludes any additional correspondences, meetings and negotiations that 
your lawyer has to attend with your spouse or your spouse’s lawyer. 



Contested Ancillary Matters Hearing 

Service provided 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

Drafting and filing 
Written Submissions 

On a per-service 
basis 

An hourly rate 

$1,500 to 
$2,500 per 
half-day of 

hearing 

Partner: 
$800 per hour 

 
Senior Associate: 

$500 per hour 
 

Junior Associate: 
$350 per hour 

A lump sum for 
this stage 

$5,000 
to 

$15,000 
for the entire 

ancillary 
matters stage 

of the 
divorce** 

The ancillary matters that are still being contested at this stage will be set down 
for a contested ancillary matters hearing. 

At the hearing, the court will decide on the various contested ancillary matters 
based on the evidence before it. The duration of the hearing will depend on the 
number of remaining contested ancillary matters and their complexity. 

After the hearing, you or your spouse can proceed to apply for the Final Judgment 
if 3 months have passed since the grant of the Interim Judgment. 

Unless either party intends to take out additional applications (see pages 25 to 28), 
this will mark the end of your divorce case. 

$3,200 to 
$5,000 

Preparing for and 
attending the contested 
ancillary matters hearing 
(depending on the 
remaining number of 
contested ancillary 
matters and their 
complexity) 
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* Figures may vary depending on the lawyer engaged. 

**   This estimate generally includes the fees for your lawyer’s attendance at the 
ancillary matters Case Conference and for the exchanging of Affidavits  of    Assets  
   and Means. However, this estimate excludes any additional correspondences, 
meetings and negotiations that your lawyer has to attend with your spouse or your 
spouse’s lawyer. 



Other Fees You May Incur 
in Your Divorce Case 

Before your divorce case has been heard in court or settled, you may need 
to apply for: 

Making of Interlocutory Applications 

Substituted service of pleadings if 
your pleadings cannot be personally 
served on your spouse
Interim maintenance from your spouse 
if your spouse is refusing to financially  
support you
Interim access 
to the children of your 
marriage if your spouse does not allow 
you  to see them
Discovery if you believe your spouse is 
hiding certain documents or assets        
from you
Other interim court orders to protect 
the interests of yourself and/or the 
children of your marriage

If so, you can make an interlocutory application for these matters. 

If your spouse contests your interlocutory application, your lawyer may need 
to attend an interlocutory application hearing. 
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* Figures may vary depending on the lawyer engaged. 

Service provided 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

Preparing and 
making written 
discovery request 
(only required 
before the filing of 
interlocutory 
applications for 
discovery) 

On a per-service 
basis 

An hourly rate 

$500 to $1,000 
per request 

Partner: 
$800 per hour 

 
Senior Associate: 

$500 per hour 
 

Junior Associate: 
$350 per hour 

 

A lump sum for 
this stage 

Making an interlocutory 
application and 
attending any 
hearing(s) for contested 
interlocutory 
applications 
(depending on the 
complexity of the 
application) 

$1,200 to $4,000 
per application 

Not Applicable 

Not Applicable 
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If you and your children are experiencing family violence, you may apply for a 
Personal Protection Order, Expedited Order, or Domestic Exclusion Order to 
protect yourself and your children against future violence. 

As this guide relates specifically to divorce fees, you may wish to consult a lawyer 
for the cost of these applications. 

The cost of applying for these orders are usually separate from the divorce as 
they form a separate application and have separate court processes. 

Personal Protection Order 
Applications and Hearings 
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Personal Protection Order, Expedited Order, or Domestic Exclusion Order 

You may appeal the court’s decision(s) on the reason for divorce and any of the 
ancillary matters and/or interlocutory applications if you are dissatisfied 
with the decision(s). 

As the appeal process and required documents are more complex and depend on 
each particular case, the costs of an appeal can only be provided on a 
case-by-case basis. 

Appeals 

https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/what-is-a-personal-protection-order/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide


Service provided 

Different ways a lawyer may charge* 

Applying for 
enforcement/ 
variation of 
court order 
(depending on 
the complexity of 
the application) 

On a per-service basis An hourly rate 

Partner: 
$800 per hour 

Senior Associate: 
$500 per hour 

Junior Associate: 
$350 per hour 

A lump sum for 
this stage 

Not 
Applicable 

* Figures may vary depending on the lawyer engaged. 

$1,200 to $4,000 
per application 
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If your former spouse refuses to comply with a court order relating to the 
ancillary matters (such as paying you a monthly maintenance), you may seek to 
enforce the court order against him/her. 

Alternatively, after the divorce has ended, you or your former spouse may want 
to vary (i.e. change) a court order relating to the ancillary matters because of 
material changes in either party's circumstances, or those of your children. If so, 
the party seeking the variation will need to apply to vary the court order. 

These proceedings may be brought at any time after a court order has been 
breached, or after the material changes in either party’s circumstances 
have occurred (whichever is relevant). 

The process for these proceedings (and therefore the fees for them) is similar to 
the process of making an interlocutory application. 

Enforcement/Variation Proceedings 
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Will Your Spouse Have to 
Pay You If He/She “Loses” 
the Case? 
The Family Justice Courts tends not to order one spouse to pay for the other 
spouse’s legal fees at the end of the case. After all, there is often no real “winner” 
in a divorce as both spouses are vulnerable and may be emotionally and 
psychologically affected. 

If you were directed to file your Affidavit of Assets and Means by a certain 
date but repeatedly failed to do so
If you were ordered to provide discovery of certain documents or pay 
maintenance but failed to do so 

However, you may need to pay costs to your spouse if your conduct prejudices 
your spouse or delays the case. For example: 

Both of you will still have to pay your respective lawyers’ legal fees. However, 
your spouse will be able to offset his/her legal fees using the costs you have 
paid him/her. 

If you are ordered to pay your spouse’s 
costs but are dissatisfied with the 
amount billed to you, you may apply to 
tax your spouse’s costs, i.e. to have the 
court formally review your spouse’s bill 
of costs. 

Refer to pages 32 to 33 for more 
information on taxation. 
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Paying Your Divorce 
Lawyer: Payment Methods 

3 possible separate methods of paying your divorce lawyer are: 

Upfront Payment of the Full Sum 

Upfront payment of the full sum
Payment in stages
Payment of outstanding fees at the end 
of the case in monthly instalments 

Upfront payment of the full sum is usually only relevant for divorce cases 
on the simplified uncontested divorce track where fees are relatively lower. 

If you are unable to make full payment in advance, your lawyer may agree 
to payment by instalments. 

The exact fee collection arrangement will depend on the lawyer engaged and/or 
the billing practices of the lawyer’s law firm. 
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Payment of Outstanding Fees 
at the End of the Case in 
Monthly Instalments 

If the fees owed to the lawyer at the end of the case (if any) are too large to 
be paid at one go, the lawyer may allow payment of this remainder in 
monthly instalments. 

The client puts down an initial deposit to allow the lawyer to begin work. 
When the initial deposit is nearly depleted or when the case reaches its next 
stage of the divorce, the lawyer will ask the client to make further 
payment 
 before he/she will continue working on the next stage of the case. 

Payment in Stages 

Payment for divorce cases on the contested divorce track is usually made 
in stages. 

This is because the amount of work to be done in contested divorces is 
generally more difficult to predict. The lawyer may only be able to determine 
the final bill at the end of the case. 

Payment could be made in stages in the following manner: 
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What If You’re 
Dissatisfied With the Bill? 

If you are dissatisfied with your lawyer’s fees, you can apply for taxation 
of the fees. There are 3 steps in this process: 

Step 1: Clarifying the Bill with 
Your Lawyer 

Clarifying the bill with your lawyer
Taxation
Appeal 

You should first share your concerns on the bill with your lawyer and seek 
clarification on it as necessary. You should also ask your lawyer for an itemised 
bill, if you have not already been provided one. 

The issue may be resolved after your lawyer explains the bill to you, or if an 
error in the bill is discovered and rectified. 



Step 2: Taxation 

If you remain dissatisfied after your lawyer has explained the bill to you, either 
you or your lawyer may apply to the court for taxation of the bill. 

Once a bill has been taxed, the taxed amount is the final amount to be paid to 
your lawyer, unless either you or your lawyer appeals the amount. Your lawyer 
can sue you for the taxed costs if you refuse to pay. 

It is also important to note that the taxed amount may be higher than what was 
originally billed. If so, you will have to pay the higher taxed costs if your lawyer 
does not agree to you paying the original lower bill. 

Additionally, you may have to pay for the cost of the taxation proceedings to 
your lawyer if the taxed bill is not less than a sixth of the original bill. 

Step 3: Appeal 

If you dispute the taxed bill, you can appeal the taxation outcome. The costs of 
bringing an appeal are separate from the costs you have already incurred for 
your divorce case. 

You can read more about the taxation process on the Supreme Court website Supreme Court website. 
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https://www.supremecourt.gov.sg/rules/court-processes/civil-proceedings/post-trial-matters/taxation-and-review-of-bills-of-costs
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Applying for legal aid from the Legal Aid Bureau is one avenue of financial 
assistance for legal fees. 

If you are granted legal aid, you will be represented by a Legal Aid lawyer or 
an assigned solicitor until the end of your divorce case, or until the grant of 
legal aid is withdrawn. 

Legal aid may be granted for appeals if your appeal has merit. 

To qualify for legal aid, you must: 

Legal Assistance 
If you want to seek legal advice about commencing or defending a divorce but 
are financially unable to do so, there are various avenues that you may be able 
to make use of. 

Legal Aid 

Be a Singaporean or Permanent Resident, or a citizen or resident of a 
contracting state involved in applications under the Hague Convention on 
the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction
Pass the means test by showing disposable annual income of not more 
than S$10,000 or a disposable capital of not more than S$10,000
Pass the merits test by showing a good reason to bring or defend the case 
under the law 

Obtaining a grant of legal aid does not necessarily mean that your legal fees are 
fully covered. You may be required to contribute towards the fees based on your 
financial means and other factors. 

Legal Aid Bureau website. You can read more about the Legal Aid Scheme on the 

https://www.mlaw.gov.sg/content/lab/en.html
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You may also attend legal clinics to obtain free legal advice. 

Each legal clinic has its own criteria to determine whether you qualify for free 
legal advice with it. 

Other governmental and non-governmental organisations may have their own 
schemes or programmes to assist with legal advice, representation and legal fees. 

These schemes are too numerous to list, but more information about these 
schemes or programmes can be conveniently found online. 

Other Avenues of Assistance 

legal clinics to obtain free legal advice 

https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/free-legal-clinics/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
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Is It Advisable to Divorce 
Without a Lawyer? 
It is possible to file for or defend against a divorce on your own as hiring a divorce 
lawyer is not compulsory. However, relying on the many publicly-available online 
resources on divorce laws and procedure in Singapore may not be sufficient to 
help you secure what is in your best interests. 

This is even if you and your spouse have agreed on all issues, or if the 
remaining issues are few and straightforward. 

Here are 3 reasons why hiring a divorce lawyer may be more beneficial instead 
of attempting to represent yourself for your divorce: 

Familiarity with Divorce Procedure

Lawyers are familiar with the court environment, its etiquette, and its procedures. 

Lawyers are also familiar with the documents required for divorce cases and how 
to complete and file them. If these documents are not completed correctly, the 
court may reject them and ask for them to be amended. This can delay the divorce 
process and cause more costs to be incurred. 

Objectivity in Management of Case

Lawyers are neutral parties in the divorce. They can objectively review your 
situation and advise you on options that will be in the best interests of not just 
yourself, but also those of your children. 
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Familiarity with Divorce Laws

Lawyers understand the relevant legal issues for each matter of the divorce. 
Such legal issues include what will be considered "matrimonial property" when it 
comes to dividing both spouses' matrimonial assets. 

Lawyers also have access to legal databases to assist them with research on 
complex legal issues. 

By hiring a lawyer to navigate the relevant divorce procedure and laws, and 
strategise the best ways forward for you, you relieve yourself of these burdens. 

You can therefore focus on ensuring the well-being of yourself and your children 
in this new chapter of your lives. 
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Next Steps: How to 
Choose a Divorce Lawyer 
If you have decided to hire a lawyer to assist with your divorce, some factors 
you should consider while looking for a divorce lawyer are: 

The lawyer’s experience and track record in 
handling divorce cases
The reputation of the lawyer’s law firm in 
handling divorce cases
The number of positive word-of-mouth or 
online reviews about the lawyer or the lawyer's 
law firm, and the content of such reviews
The fees charged or quoted by the lawyer 

Finding a good and reliable divorce lawyer to represent you  

in helping you and your spouse conclude the divorce as painlessly as possible. 

can go a long way 

https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/the-complete-guide-choosing-a-good-divorce-lawyer/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/the-complete-guide-choosing-a-good-divorce-lawyer/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
https://singaporelegaladvice.com/law-articles/the-complete-guide-choosing-a-good-divorce-lawyer/?utm_source=guide&utm_campaign=divorcefeeguide
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Glossary 

Access 

Term Meaning 

The right, of the parent who does not have care and control of 
the children of the marriage, to spend time and maintain an 
ongoing relationship with those children. Typically refers to the 
time or days on which that parent can spend time with the 
children of the marriage. 

A statement by a party or their witness about a particular issue 
or the entire case to be used in any court application or hearing. 
Affidavits are sworn or affirmed before a Commissioner for 
Oaths or a Notary Public. 

Affidavit 

A statement of each spouse’s financial assets and liabilities, and 
his/her current means of supporting himself or herself and any 
children of the marriage. 

AOMs allow the court to understand what is in the matrimonial 
asset pool and how large this pool is, and then decide how to 
divide the matrimonial assets between the divorcing parties. 

Affidavit 
of Assets 
and Means 
(AOM) 

A statement by a party or their witness about the case to be 
used at trial. 

Any person’s evidence must be presented in an AEIC. Any oral 
evidence given by a party at trial should be consistent with 
what has been stated in that party's AEIC. Evidence usually 
cannot be put before the court if it is not included in an AEIC. 

Affidavit of 
Evidence- 
in-Chief 
(AEIC) 

All terms in this glossary are in the context of a divorce case. 



Ancillary 
Matters 

Term Meaning 

All other issues in a divorce other than the reason for divorce, 
which typically are: 

Authority of the parent(s) over a child’s or the children’s 
day-to-day activities e.g. school preparation and meals. 

Care and 
Control 

A lawyer appointed as a Commissioner for Oaths to witness 
the swearing or affirmation of documents. 

Commissioner 
for Oaths 

Custody, care and control of, and access to the children of 
the marriage
Maintenance for the spouse
Maintenance for the children of the marriage
Division of matrimonial assets 

A court order recording the parties’ agreement (i.e. consent) 
on how certain issues of their dispute are to be resolved. 

Consent 
Order 

Agreement between the lawyer and client on the fees to be 
charged for a particular matter. 

Costs 
Agreement 

Counselling sessions aim to help parties better understand 
and address underlying emotional and/or relationship issues 
that may be contributing to the divorce. During counselling, 
parties will also explore how they can reduce the impact of 
the divorce on their children’s needs and development 
going forward. 

You can read more about counselling at the Family Justice 
Courts here. 

Counselling 

Custody The right of the parent(s) with custody to decide the 
long-term major aspects of a child’s upbringing such as 
residence, health, education and religion. 
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You can read more about counselling at the Family Justice 
Courts here. 

https://www.familyjusticecourts.gov.sg/Common/Pages/MediationCounselling.aspx


Disbursements 

Term Meaning 

Expenses paid on behalf of the client by the law firm in aid of 
the client’s case such as: 

Procedure in which parties exchange evidence with each other, 
or by which one party obtains evidence from the other party. 

Discovery 

Agencies in Singapore which specialise in support services 
and programmes for divorcing and divorced families. 

You can read more about DSSAs here. 

Divorce 
Support 
Specialist 
Agencies 
(DSSAs) 

Court filing fees
Court hearing fees
Photocopying fees
Fees for Commissioners for Oaths
Transportation fees to and from court 

Court certificate issued when the Interim Judgment is made 
final 3 months after the Interim Judgment is granted or after 
all ancillary matters have been settled (whichever is later), 
and if there are no appeals. The Final Judgment confirms the 
divorce and concludes all court proceedings. 

Final 
Judgment 

Interim 
Judgment 

Provisional court order dissolving the marriage. The Interim 
Judgment can be made final as a Final Judgment after 
3 months or after all ancillary matters have been settled 
(whichever is later), if there are no appeals. 
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You can read more about DSSAs here. 

https://www.msf.gov.sg/Divorce-Support/Divorce-Support/Divorce-Support-Specialist-Agencies/Pages/Overview-of-DSSAs.aspx


Interlocutory 
application 

Term Meaning 

Optional court applications that parties can make at any 
point during the divorce process. Parties make these 
applications to try and obtain certain intermediate court 
orders before a final court order has been made on the case. 

In the context of divorce cases, examples of interlocutory 
applications include applications for: 

Substituted service where pleadings cannot be 
personally served on your spouse
Interim maintenance
Interim custody or care and control of, or access to, 
your children
Interim access to children
Discovery of undisclosed documents or assets belonging 
to your spouse 

Amount of money to be paid for the maintenance of one 
spouse and/or the children of the marriage. 

Maintenance 

The Mandatory Parenting Programme is a programme run by 
counsellors from Divorce Support Specialist Agencies that 
aims to educate parties on how divorce may affect children 
of the marriage. 

You can read more about the MPP here. 

Mandatory
Parenting
Programme
(MPP) 

Matrimonial
Asset Pool 

The assets of the married couple obtained or used during the 
marriage. Also includes assets acquired before the marriage 
but "substantially improved" during it. Assets which are 
typically part of the matrimonial asset pool include: 

HDB flats or other property
Furniture
Cars
Shares
Businesses
Yachts 
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You can read more about the MPP here. 

https://www.msf.gov.sg/divorce-support/pages/mandatory-parenting-programme.aspx


Mediation 

Term Meaning 

Mediation is a method of resolving disputes where a neutral 
third-party (known as the mediator) facilitates discussions 
between parties so as to assist them in coming up with 
solutions for their disputes on their own. The mediator does 
not impose any decision(s) on the parties and the terms of 
any settlement agreement that the parties manage to come 
to will solely be based on what they have agreed on 
themselves. 

You can read more about mediation at the Family Justice 
Courts here. 

A lawyer or person appointed under the law of the country 
as a Notary Public to witness the swearing or affirmation 
of documents. 

Writ for Divorce 
Statement of Claim 
Statement of Particulars 
Defence 
Defence and Counterclaim 
Reply 
Reply and Defence to Counterclaim 
Reply to Defence to Counterclaim 
Parenting Plan (Agreed/Proposed) 
Matrimonial Property Plan (Agreed/Proposed) 

Pleadings 

Setting Down 
(for trial) 

Notary Public 

Filing a notice to the court to inform the court that the 
parties in the case are ready to start the trial. 
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Court papers. In relation to a divorce case, pleadings 
include: 

Status 
Conference 

A court hearing attended by lawyers to update the court on 
the status of the case. 

You can read more about mediation at the Family Justice 
Courts here. 

https://www.familyjusticecourts.gov.sg/Common/Pages/MediationCounselling.aspx


Term Meaning 

Service of the divorce documents by a means other than 
personal service, such as posting on the front door of the 
other party’s last known address or by putting up a 
newspaper advertisement. 

Substituted 
service 

A formal review of a bill of costs by the court. This bill can
be the one submitted to the client by the other party, or the
bill submitted to the client by the client’s lawyer, depending
on the situation.  

Taxation 

Trial A formal hearing in court where a judge(s) examines the 
arguments and evidence brought forward by parties in order 
to decide on the matters being contested in the case. 
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